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imagined that such a body would listen to no trifling
complaints, and that self-help must still be the main
reliance for defence against minor injuries, and also
that the parties to any important dispute who pre-
ferred not to fight would exhaust every means of
pacification, including arbitration by a third person,
before they provoked the rough justice of armed
warriors. The German conquerors of England of
course carried their customs with them, and we find
the Court of the Hundred, the legitimate successor
of the popular assembly, the first well-known judicial
institution in the history of England. It there
exchanged its tribal for a territorial jurisdiction, and
until the further integration of society under a more
complete recognition of royal power it was the chief
method for avoiding the violence of self-help by
the substitution of judicial action. But the rude
instrumentality of a popular court constituted of the
great body of freemen, is a very insufficient guaranty
of that peace and order which advancing industrialism
requires. It may punish great offences, but the
minor wrongs will still be left unredressed, except by
private punishment, and while this may moderate
and tend to repress the worst forms of violence, no
general peace can be brought about except by pro-
ducing peace in small localities, and this can be done
only through the instrumentality of a political organ-
isation of localities providing means by which quar-
rels and disturbances may be prevented; in other
words, courts must be brought into existence, and
voluntary arbitration be superseded by the exercise
of compulsory jurisdiction.